Download: c4.4_7.0_Workshop on Dialogic Teaching ‘FORCES’
Workshop 

Dialogic teaching (Forces) 

Point from lecture – a topic like forces lends itself well to dialogic teaching since it’s important for children’s ideas to be fully shared and valued – easy to get into a mode where they’re asking for the definitive answer from the teacher all the time! We will try to demonstrate all four communicative approaches from lecture in workshop.

1. NEW! Shorter elicitation activities (fewer of them)

What are the forces in action when you:

· Blow up a balloon and let it go?

· Roll a ball across a rough surface?

· Make the magnets ‘float’?

· Squash a ball of Plasticene?

· Build a house of cards?

Make it clear that you’re in elicitation mode and are going to try ‘interactive -dialogic’ teaching – modelling what you hope they’re going to do in task B

Invite trainees individually or in groups to draw arrows on SMART notebook diagrams after each activity. Have a go at summarising their ideas, demonstrating ‘non-interactive-dialogic’ teaching

The following phrases might be useful:

· If that arrow was correct, what would you expect to happen?

· Is everyone happy with the position of that arrow?

· Does that make sense as an explanation?

· We’ve got two different ideas here, does either of you want to qualify/change what you said?

· Does it explain that the objects are stationary/moving?

· Arrow length can indicate strength of force – does the length of this arrow explain the situation?

· Are there any arrows missing here?

· Are there any arrows we don’t need?

Save the ‘right answers’ to the end!

2. Concept mapping as an elicitation/formative assessment strategy – see example on page 71 of reading (fig 4.2) (10 min.)

Different ways of approaching concept maps: individual, groups, whole class:
Either brainstorm words or use a pro-forma or start with a list to cut out, e.g.:

Force, Friction, Push, Pull, Move, Stop

The key point is the links between words (cf. mind/memory mapping)

Could try demonstrating on IWB but probably too hard!


Let them have a go on sugar paper – hand to the next group for evaluating.

3. Workshop activities on friction – in separate groups (see instruction sheets in boxes) - 20 min.
One Y1 child described friction as the ‘naughty’ force – stops things happening as they ought to. But is it always ‘naughty’?
Mixture of early and later years activities.

Relate to QCA units 1E (pushes and pulls), 2E (forces and movement), 4E (friction) 6E (forces in action) – could have these available in the session.

Also link to New Star Science.

Each group does one activity and reports back. 

4. Look at Portfolio tasks on forces (p11 and 12) – use this to demonstrate ‘interactive-authoritative’ i.e. leading them towards scientific answer

Link this to going through the forces arrows drawn earlier on the whiteboard – demo ‘non-interactive-authoritative’ i.e. telling them the ‘right answer’

