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National Curriculum Programmes of Study for section one of SC2 Life Processes and Living Things

Pupils should be taught: 

Life processes

KS1 

a. the differences between things that are living and things that have never been alive 

b. that animals, including humans, move, feed, grow, use their senses and reproduce 

c. to relate life processes to animals and plants found in the local environment. 

KS2 

a. that the life processes common to humans and other animals include nutrition, movement, growth and reproduction 

b. that the life processes common to plants include growth, nutrition and reproduction 

c. to make links between life processes in familiar animals and plants and the environments in which they are found. 

Cells and cell functions

KS3 

a. that animal and plant cells can form tissues, and tissues can form organs 

b. the functions of chloroplasts and cell walls in plant cells and the functions of the cell membrane, cytoplasm and nucleus in both plant and animal cells 

c. that fertilisation in humans and flowering plants is the fusion of a male and a female cell 

d. to relate cells and cell functions to life processes in a variety of organisms. 

KS4 double 

a. about similarities and differences in structure between plant and animal cells 

b. how substances enter and leave cells through the cell membrane by diffusion, osmosis and active transport 

c. that the nucleus contains chromosomes that carry the genes 

d. how cells divide by mitosis during growth, and by meiosis to produce gametes 

e. to relate ways in which animals and plants function as organisms to cell structure and activity. 

KS4 single 

a. that the nucleus contains chromosomes that carry the genes 

b. how cells divide by mitosis during growth, and by meiosis to produce gametes 

c. to relate ways in which animals function as organisms to cell structure and activity. 
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