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Ideas for primary school teachers

These primary school activities are useful for Primary teachers in training to undertake in ‘college’ sessions so that they can appreciate the learning outcomes that are possible for the pupils that undertake them.

The following activities are intended to help children develop their ideas about common features between members of the same species, variation between members of the same species and some reasons for the similarities and differences:

Similarities and differences


Introduce the children to a selection of different organisms of the same type/species.  This can be done by using pictures but ideally using the real thing:

· Look at pets kept in the classroom or at home

· Visit a local zoo, farm or nature reserve

· Observing plants and animals in the school grounds, for example snails and woodlice 

Using probing questions draw out the similarities and differences between these organisms.
· Look at a collection of fruits and vegetables which show variation: green beans and carrots are a good starting point.

Foundation Stage - Give children a number of vegetables of one type i.e. potatoes, carrots, pea pods etc. Try to select garden or organic types that will not have been graded for size. Encourage the children to sort the vegetables according to similarities and differences.  Ask them to explain how they have grouped them. 

KS1 - Get the children to measure one variable showing continuous variation (length or weight) using non-standard units.

Draw a histogram of the results or use a computer to draw the graph.

KS2 - You could investigate the relationship between one variation and another ~ do the longest pods have the greatest number of seeds in them?  Do the tallest plants have the largest leaves?  In this case you will need to do a scatter graph because you are plotting one set of continuously variable data with another.

Think of an animal equivalent to this exercise. (snails or worms, birds, pet dogs …)

Using Keys

Getting young children to appreciate the variety of life around them is important. Not all trees are the same, nor birds. Children can be given simple keys to help them identify common species of birds, trees, wild flowers or pond life.
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