Download P2.0_2.0c 'Planning in the Foundation Stage: Support Materials'

ATTACHMENT 3

Planning in the Foundation Stage: Support Materials 
Government Publications for the Foundation Stage 
DfEE (2000) Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage QCA www.qca.org.uk/ca/foundation/elg/index.asp
This booklet provides principles for good and effective practice in early years settings. It discusses the diverse needs of children. It sets out the Early Learning Goals and Stepping Stones to achieve them. 
The Early Learning Goals set out what is expected for most children by the end of the Foundation Stage. There are 6 areas of learning that are outlined in this booklet: 
· personal, social and emotional development 
· communication, language and literacy 
· mathematical development 
· knowledge and understanding of the world 
· physical development 
· creative development. 
Science is part of ‘Knowledge and Understanding of the World’. Many trainees will not appreciate that much of the requirements set out in Knowledge and Understanding of the World can be achieved through science. Science can also provide opportunity for development of creativity, personal and shared enthusiasms as well as providing meaningful contexts for the development and exercise of language and mathematical skills. 
The booklet provides stepping stones for each aspect of the Early Learning Goals. There are usually two or three stages of progression for each learning goal suggested. These are not age related but given idea of what younger or less able children should be able to do compared to older more able children. Page 82 –99 cover the 14 learning goals that comprise Knowledge and Understanding of the World. 

DfEE (2003) Foundation Stage Profile QCA 
www.qca.org.uk/ca/foundation/profiles.asp
The Foundation Stage Profile is the new statutory assessment for children in the final year of the foundation. This booklet gives advice on how to build up an assessment profile of each child. It suggests how children might show their learning i.e. learning outcomes. It also gives case studies. While the main focus of the booklet is assessment, it is very helpful in giving ideas for suitable activities and planning for assessment. 
Foundation Stage General Planning Help 
D. Coates, P. May, T. Jarvis & F. McKeon (2003) Foundation Stage Science: A Guide for Mentors University of Leicester: SCIcentre ISBN 1902126149 www.scicentre.org.uk
This booklet gives guidance to teacher trainees and their mentors to help them evaluate, discuss and improve medium term planning; activity planning with related play opportunities; as well as subsequent debriefing and action planning. Examples of trainees' medium term plan and activity plans are included with mentor responses. The support is mainly in the form of checklists. The booklet can be used by tutors, mentors or trainees working in groups or by themselves. 

Teaching Science in the Foundation Stage: Online Professional Development Unit www.azteachscience.co.uk
This unit illustrates science in two Foundation Stage settings. It shows two lessons focusing on materials. There are videos and audio snippets from teachers taking about learning intentions for both teaching activities and planned play which may or may not be supported by an adult. 

Foundation Stage Background Reading 
M. de Boo (ed) (2000) Laying the Foundations in the Early Years Hatfield: ASE ISBN 0863573088 

This book has different chapters written by early years experts. They include ones on ‘Exploration and Enquiry’, ‘Children’s Language in Science’, ‘Science through everyday activities’ and ‘Assessment’. The appendix includes examples of schemes of work and basic resources. 

J Johnson (1996) Early Explorations in Science Buckingham: Open University Press ISBN 0335195407 

The whole book is very readable. Chapters 1 & 2 are particularly helpful as background to planning in general. They cover pre-school science experiences and developing science skills in very young children. 

Topics and Activities for the Foundation Stage 
NIAS (Northamptonshire Inspection and Advisory Service, Spencer Centre Northampton Tel 01604 587441) have produced some excellent booklets to support science in Pre-Key Stage One situations. They suggest activities linked to objectives. There are lots of practical ideas in each booklet. They include 

Creary C. and Wilson G. (1996) All Sorts of Stuff ISBN 0947590293 

Creary C. and Wilson G. (1996) You, Me and Us ISBN 0947590307 

Creary C. and Wilson G. (1997) Pull, Push and Twist ISBN 0947590285 

Creary C. and Wilson G. (1997) See and Hear ISBN 0947590323 

Creary C. and Wilson G. (1998) Pottering with Plants ISBN 0947590315 

Creary C. and Wilson G. (1998) Big Beasts, Little Beasts ISBN 0947590331 

Play 
Play is an important part of the Foundation Stage. It is important to plan for appropriate play experiences linked to the learning intentions. 

J. Moyles (1989) Just Playing? The Role and Status of Play in Early Childhood Education, Open University Press - particularly Chapters. 2, 3 and 4. 

J. Riley and J. Savage (1994) 'Bulbs, buzzers and batteries - play and science.' Ch. 11 in J. Moyles (Ed) The Excellence of Play. Open University Press 
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