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ATTACHMENT 4 

Key Stage 1 & 2: Guiding Trainees to Write a Medium Term Plan (Scheme of Work). 
Medium term plans usually cover a unit of work for a term or half a term. It should clarify learning outcomes (what teachers hope the children will learn) and include a variety of appropriate activities that will achieve these. There is no set format for a scheme of work but it should show progression in skills and concepts, continuity for the child within the school framework and long term plan, and variety. There are good examples in the QCA Scheme of Work. Even if trainees use these schemes rather than create them from scratch, they need to understand how they are developed and should be able to customise them for the specific needs of each class and school. 
A scheme should indicate: 
BROAD LEARNING OBJECTIVES OR AIMS These refer to the Programmes of Study. The objectives should knowledge based aspects of the science curriculum and skills and processes included in Sc1: Science Enquiry. 
SCIENCE LEARNING OUTCOMES should give a clear idea of teachers want children to learn. They form the basis of assessment and record keeping. The learning outcomes should be specific concepts, skills or knowledge that the children can achieve in one activity and can be assessed. Over time these learning outcomes will enable the children achieve the broad learning objectives. Ideally the learning outcomes should be stated in behavioural terms e.g. children will be able to draw a diagram to show the forces acting on a football when it is kicked. (Key Stage 2). 
ACTIVITIES These should include a variety of practical activities that progressively build children's language, concepts / knowledge and skills. 
POSSIBLE TEACHING STRATEGIES which can include both whole class and group teaching. Much science work should be practical and might include observational tasks, skills tasks, illustrative practicals, investigations, problem solving, teacher demonstrations and research activities. 
ASSESSMENT METHOD & CRITERIA should normally relate to the learning outcomes. This section should state the method for assessment and the number of children to be assessed and how it will be recorded. 
CROSS CURRICULAR LINKS to Literacy, mathematics and ICT are particularly important. 
RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS Selection of materials will be determined by the stated learning outcomes and the chosen teaching strategies. These should be listed so that availability and suitability can be checked. 
Based on Coates D, Vause J, Jarvis T, McKeon F (1998) Mentoring in Primary Science. A resource for higher education tutors, teacher mentors, students and newly qualified teachers. University of Leicester: SCIcentre 
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