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Assessment for Learning – summary for trainees

Definitions 

‘Assessment for Learning is …the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go and how best to get there.’









Assessment reform group (2002)

‘In this paper … the term assessment refers to all those activities undertaken by teachers, and by their students in assessing themselves, which provide information to be used as feedback to modify the teaching and learning activities in which they are engaged. ‘







Black, P and William, D (1998)

Assessment for learning (AfL):

· Is part of effective planning;

· Focuses on how pupils learn;

· Is central to classroom practice;

· Is a key professional skill;

· Is sensitive and constructive;

· Fosters motivation;

· Promotes understanding of goals and criteria;

· Helps learners know how to improve;

· Develops the capacity for self and peer assessment;

· Recognises all educational achievement.

Assessment Reform Group 2002

Assessment for learning – key characteristics

Assessment for learning:

· Is embedded in a view of teaching and learning of which it is an essential part

· Involves sharing learning goals with pupils

· Aims to help pupils to know and recognise the standards they are aiming for

· Involves pupils in peer and self assessment

· Provides feedback, which leads to pupils recognising their next steps and how to take them

· Promotes confidence that every child can improve

· Involves both teacher and pupils reviewing and reflecting on assessment data 

Assessment Reform Group (1999) 

Why assess?

Formative assessment:

Class teachers need information about pupils’  learning for planning purposes. They need an estimation of what has been achieved so far in order to plan the next activity. 

Diagnostic assessment:

A teacher may need to find out if a child’s progress is being impeded by a particular difficulty and then to formulate appropriate supportive measures. This is diagnostic assessment which may be seen as a specialised example of formative assessment.

Summative assessment:

Teachers are accountable to parents and others for the learning that goes on. They collect evidence which seeks to give an overall summary of learning gains over a particular period of time. 

Sources of Assessment Evidence

Oral
Written
Graphic
Products

Questioning

Listening

Discussing

Presentations

Interviews

Debates

Audio recording

Video recording

Role play

Simulation
Questionnaires

Diaries

Reports

Essays

Notes

Stories

Scripts

Newspaper articles

Bullet point lists

Poems
Diagrams

Sketches

Drawings

Graphs

Maps

Overlays


Models

Artefacts

Games

Photos

Web page

Questions to consider:

· Which of these are produced frequently/rarely in your classroom?

· In what ways do these activities provide different assessment opportunities?
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