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Assessment Practices

Assessment is useful in that it can help us gauge :


• what and how children are learning


• what progress children have made in their learning


• which children need more or different support


• how effective our teaching has been

and this helps us both plan, steer and shape the learning experiences of our class both within lessons and through consecutive lessons. It also helps us to consider how we might teach this topic in a more effective way with future classes. 

All assessments are fallible. They are simply a sample of understanding at that moment in time and so you need to show that you have been as rigorous as you can in making these judgements.

1. What and how children are learning – this can come from the answers children give in class, the discussions you listen into, classwork and homework products. Be careful that you are really focusing on their learning (understanding) and not simply capturing recall. You want to know what the obstacles to learning are as well as what the children can now do. If you reveal some “partly known ideas” for some or all children then this forms the data for formative action that you can include in your evaluation and then use for planning the next lesson. 

2. What progress children have made in their learning – the temptation here is to go for tests but how good are your tests? You might decide to do a pre-test and in this are a few questions that inform you about gaps in knowledge/terminology or lack of skills. You might decide to use other assessment tools such as concept maps, posters, essays, etc. Studying the data on how your pupils have performed previously in this aspect of learning can give you some idea of what to expect and you can match their new levels of understanding post-teaching to map whether learning has taken place. You might want to track through a sample of students to see how they respond to the whole learning experience and use the data from others for specific points where their learning journey is interesting. 

3. Which children need more or different support – this might arise from information you have been given about children (SEN, AEL, previous achievement, G & T) or might arise through the activities. Working out how you intend to deal with this and what happens when you attempt to do this shows whether you can differentiate.  You could include here details of how you might work with TAs to address this issue.

4. How effective your teaching has been – this gives you opportunity to demonstrate what you can do and also how reflective you are about your teaching. It can also demonstrate how you respond to advice and criticism and take responsibility for your own professional development. This area also allows you to look into the future and suggest how you might do it differently another time.

